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ithiopia 


Eritrea Granted Right To Pass Own Laws 
EA27193] Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] The Eritrea autonomous region has been granted 
the right to promulgate its own laws through its Shengo 
and enforce them, thus making Eritrea different in this 
aspect from the other four autonomous regions. The 
rights and duties given to the Shengo of the Eritrea 
autonomous region stipulate that the laws to be formu- 
lated by the Shengo should not come in collision with the 
main laws of the country, and should be applicable only 
within the boundaries of the autonomous region. 


The other Shengos, to be structured in Aseb, Tigray, Dire 
Dawa, and the Ogaden, are also given the right to 
formulate their own laws by getting permission from the 
central government, according to the proclamations 
approved by the historic inaugural session of the 
National Shengo. 


Somalia 


Radio Halgan Reports DFSS Attack on Troops 
LD272216 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somalia to 
Somalia 1700 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Summary] On 21 October, opposition Democratic 
Forces for the Salvation of Somalia [DFSS] fighters 
attacked the Mogadishu regime’s troops based at (Oo- 
daalle), north of Balambale District, which is under 
DFSS control. DFSS fighters killed 46 enemy soldiers, 
including the captain commanding the enemy force, and 
wounded 23 others. They also captured communications 
equipment, secret documents, seven BKM rifles, one 
RPG, seven bazookas, seven RBD rifles, and four AKM 
rifles, and destroyed one Fiat vehicle. The DFSS fighters 
suffered one dead and three wounded. 


Our correspondent in Togdheer region reports that the 
Mogadishu regime has stolen at gunpoint 300 camels 
from nomads in the areas of Caynabo, Beer, and Burco 
in Sool and Togdheer regions. 


Reports from northern Somalia say the Mogadishu 
regime has imposed a total ban on the movement of 
civilian vehicles of all types in Togdheer, Awdal, Sanaag, 
and northwestern regions. 


Meanwhile, the second annual session of the DFSS 
Central Committee opened today, 27 October, at the 
second headquarters of the liberation front. 
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Tanzania 
Further on Third CCM Congress Proceedings 


Resolutions Adopted 
EA262305 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
1310 GMT 26 Oct 87 


[Presentation of resolutions at the Third Kevolutionary 
Party of Tanzania [CCM] Congress in Dodoma by 
Deputy Prime Minister Salim Ahmed Salim and CCM 
Chairman Julius Nyerere—live or recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Salim} Comrade Chairman, Comrade Vice 
Chairman, and Comrade Secretary General: 


The first resolution of the third ordinary congress of the 
CCM: The third ordinary congress of the CCM, which 
began on 22 October 1987 and ended on 31 October, 
listened to and carefully discussed the opening speech of 
the CCM chairman, teacher Julius Kambarage Nyerere. 


[passage omitted] 


Comrade Chairman, the second resolution of the third 
ordinary congress of the CCM is on the party program 
and economic and social guidelines. The third ordinary 
congress of the CCM received, carefully discussed, and 
adopted: first, the party’s program for the next 15 years, 
that is between 1987 and 2002; and second, the eco- 
nomic and social guidelines for the next 5 years, that is 
between 1987 and 1992. [passage omitted] 


[Nyerere] That is the second resolution. Those who 
support it, raise your hands. Those opposed to it. The 
second resolution has been adopted. [applause] [passage 
omitted: Salim resumes with third resolution on new 
capital city Dodoma; resolution is adopted] 


[Salim] Comrade Chairman, the fourth resolution of the 
third ordinary congress of the CCM is on international 
relations. The third ordinary congress of the CCM was 
highly honored by the presence of high-ranking leaders 
of 36 political parties, which demonstrated the strong 
solidarity existing between our party and these fraternal 
and friendly parties. The participation of these parties is 
a Clear indication (?o0f our party's solidarity) with Third 
World countries, cooperation with socialist countries, 
solidarity with liberation movements, as well as of 
good-neighborliness. [passage omitted: messages of 
greetings from abroad] 


The general congress strongly condemns colonialism, 
racism, apartheid, the Boers’ continued forceful occupa- 
tion of Namibia, as well as their oppression of the South 
African nationalists. The congress believes that peace 
will never prevail in southern Africa until apartheid is 
abolished and Namibia becomes independent. In con- 
tinuing to uphold the policy that we inherited from both 
TANU [Tanzania African National Union] and the ASP 
[Afro-Shirazi Party], the people of Tanzania, under the 
leadership of the CCM, will continue to support both 


FBIS-AFR-87-208 
28 October 1987 


morally and materially our brothers in Namibia and 
South Africa under their liberation movements. The 
congress calls on the international community to take 
more concrete measures to isolate the oppressive South 
African regime in all fields. 


The congress sends revolutionary greetings to and 
expresses solidarity with the gallant leader of the people 
of South Africa, Comrade Nelson Mandela, and to his 
fellow leaders who are languishing in the jails of the 
Boers, as well as to all nationalists of South Africa who 
are sacrificing themselves in the struggle for justice, 
freedom, and equality in their country. On behalf of all 
members of the CCM and all other citizens, the congress 
pledges that Tanzania will continue to support the strug- 
gle morally and materially until final victory. 


The congress hails the efforts made by the people of 
Mozambique, under their Frelimo party, in defending 
and consolidating their independence against Boer and 
imperialist machinations. The congress recognizes that 
the South African Boers use bandits to implement their 
goal of destabilizing Mozambique. The bandits have 
committed, and continue to commit, barbaric acts 
against the people of Mozambique. These include the 
brutal killing of people, including women, children, and 
the elderly. The brutal and barbaric acts perpetrated 
against the people of Mozambique, the destruction and 
the looting of people’s property, are all part of a strategy 
by the Boers to use the bandits. Should they succeed, it 
will mean a great victory for the Boers and imperialism 
and a great blow to all the Frontline States and Africa in 


general. [passage omitted] 


The congress strongly condemns the Boer regime’s inva- 
sion and occupation of the territory of the People’s 
Republic of Angola. It also condemns the Boer and 
imperialist machinations of using bandits to carry out acts 
of sabotage against Angola. The congress reiterates its 
steadfast solidarity with our brotherly people of Angola 
under their MPLA-Labor Party. [passage omitted] 


The cong-ess stresses the importance of international 
peace and the urgency of banning the production of 
nuclear weapons. The congress is encouraged by the 
current efforts being made by both the USSR and the 
United States to resume dialogue aimed at the reduction 
of nuclear weapons. [passage omitted] 
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The congress reiterates Tanzania’s stand that interna- 
tional peace can never be achieved as long as differences 
continue to exist between the rich and poor nations. At 
present the situation continues to worsen because these 
differences continue to grow more acute. The rich coun- 
tries continue to get richer while the poor countries 
become poorer. The congress believes that there is an 
urgent need to bring about a new international economic 
order based on justice and equality. [passage omitted] 


[Nyerere] That was a roundup of our discussions with 
the col who have been here. [Words indistinct] 
and we think the roundup is good. We request that what 
we discussed and what we heard from our colleagues be 
adopted. Those who support them [resolutions] raise 
your hands. Those who oppose them. All are in favor. 
They are adopted. Thank you. [applause] 


Cuban Message Presented 
EA271718 Dakar PANA in English 1120 GMT 
26 Oct 87 


[Text] Dodoma, 26 Oct (SHIHATA/PANA)—The Com- 
munist Party of Cuba (PCC) on Sunday pledged 
unflinching support to Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) in 
its struggle against colonialism, racism and oppression. 
A member of the Politburo of the PCC, Raul Michel 
Vargas, said through courage the people of Tanzania 
under the CCM had been able to free their country from 
colonial domination. Vargas was presenting the PCC’s 
message of solidarity to the Third CCM Congress in 
Dodoma. 


The Politburo member said Tanzania had greatly con- 
tributed to the liberation struggle in southern Africa and 
had resisted several attempts intended to disunite the 
people. Vargas said Tanzania had made an outstanding 
contribution in strengthening of African unity as well as 
the 101-nation Nonaligned Movement. 


Uganda 


Government Troops Reportedly Kill 150 Rebels 
EA271905 Dar es Salaam External Service in English 
1600 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] Kampala: Government troops in Uganda have 
attacked the headquarters of the rebel Holy Spirit Move- 
ment in the village of Butte, killing 150 rebels and 
capturing many more. A Defense Ministry statement 
said today that government troops had chased the rebels 
into the bush north of the main road from Jinja to the 
Kenyan border where the guerrillas dispersed. The state- 
ment said troops of the National Resistance Army on 
Sunday fought off a rebel assault on Magamaga barracks, 
16 km northeast of Uganda’s second largest city, Jinja. 
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Madagascar 


Exiled ts of Ratsiraka Join Forces 
AB121859 Paris AFP in English 1836 GMT 12 Oct 87 


[Text] Paris, Oct 12 (AFP)}—Madagascar opposition 
figures in exile in France said here Monday [12 October] 
they had joined forces to form a Union of Malagasy 
Opponents Abroad (SOME) with the aim of freeing 
Madagascar from the dictatorship of President Didier 
Ratsiraka, who has been in power since 1975. 


Leading members of the new party include Alexis 
Bezaka, a candidate for the presidency of the Indian 
Ocean island who heads the Malagasy Christian Demo- 
crat Party, Mrs Ramaba Lucile [names indistinct] leader 
of the Madagascar Committee for Democracy and 
Development, Lucien Manjakavelo, president of the 
Malagasy Democrats, Jacob Imbe, secretary-general of 
the Malagasy National Committee for the Defence of 
Freedom and Human Rights, and Elysee Ramahandry. 


Seychelles 


Opposition Admits Link to Anti-ANC Plotter 
MB261722 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 26 Oct 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Quite a can of worms was opened last week when, 
on the advice of the British Government, charges were 


suddenly dropped against three men acc _~4 of conspir- 
ing to kidnap London-based leaders of ‘NC. Now, 
one of the three men discharged, Frank. on, is alleged 


to have been mixed up with the exiled Sey. ::« iles Dem- 
ocratic Party in a plot to overthrow the government of 
President Rene in Seychelles. (Renard Venack) is 
spokesperson for the Seychelles Democratic Party. On 
the phone, Mark Doyle asked him if it was true that there 
had been a plot against Rene. 


[Begin recording] [(Venack)] Yes, indeed. There always 
has been. The exiles will always plot against Rene, and he 
knows this. 


[Doyle] Who was involved in the plot to overthrow 
Rene? 


[(Venack)] Well, politically, it was the Seychelles Dem- 
ocratic Party. For the last 10 and 1/2 years—ever since 
Rene came to power through his Marxist coup d’etat— 
we have vociferously stood against him and tried to 
return democracy to our country. 


[Doyle] How was the Seychelles Democratic Party 
involved with Frank Larson? 
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{(Venack)] Well, Frank Larson approached us and con- 
vinced us that in fact he was representing her majesty’s 
government [HMG], and we went along with him. Now, 
what he stressed was that we were not to get involved in 
any of the, if you like, operational plotting—that was 
nothing to do with us—we were just to be prepared at 
moment's notice to form an interim government in the 
Seychelles. 


[Doyle] After Larson had carried out a coup d'etat? 


[(Venack)] Well, he never called it a coup d’etat. What he 
called it was: After HMG had returned democracy to 
Seychelles. 


[Doyle] Now, did you seriously believe that the British 
Government was involved with Larson? 


{(Venack)] We, at first, we thought ... [changes thought] 
He convinced us. I mean, this man wore quite openly— 
in places like Aldershot—he wore a major general’s 
uniform. He was often accompanied by other gentlemen 
in British military uniform. We saw a certain amount of 
documents with HMG on them, MOD, Ministry of 
Defense, and, well, we accepted that on face value. As far 
as we were concerned, Larson was representing the 
British Government, and we felt quite ... [changes 
thought] We were convinced that what would happen 
was that some pressure would be put on Rene, and Rene 
would step down; elections would then be arranged and 
held. 


[Doyle] How did the plot go wrong? 


[(Venack)] Well, it got to the stage at the beginning of 
this year where we felt that Larson was starting to show 
a marked interest in the political affairs. We were told 
not tu interfere in any operational side, and we kept our 
side of the bargain. We didn’t really see what he had to 
do meddling with individuals who should serve in this 
interim government or not, and one or two things ... 
[changes thought] One thing led to another, anu then we 
cooled it with him. 


[Doyle] Now, how was all of this connected with the 
alleged plot that Larson was also hatching to kidnap 
members of the ANC in London? 


{(Venack)] Well, this is something that we know nothing 
about, whatsoever. It transpires that this plot of the 
ANC, if the British is to be believed, we were somehow 
rather being set up to be the fali guys for this. 


[Doyle] How would that have worked? 


[(Venack)] Well, it transpires that what they wanted to 
do was to put certain items in homes of individuals— 
Seychellois—and presumably, if the police had been 
tipped off, it would have looked as if we were involved in 
some plot. [end recording] 


Foreign Ministry én UNITA Abduction of Swedes 
MB271500 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Press communique issued by External Relations Minis- 
try in Luanda on 27 October] 


[Text] It was with great interest that the Ministry of 
External Relations of the People’s Republic of Angola 
learned about the statement made by His Excellency Mr 
Sten Andersson, minister of foreign affairs of the King- 
dom of Sweden, in response to a communique from the 
terrorist Organization in the service of the Pretoria 
government. 


The statement made by His Excellency Mr Sten Anders- 
son clearly and correctly reflects principles of interna- 
tional law which must be stressed, inasmuch as they 
represent acceptable norms of conduct in relations 
between states. As a matter of fact, our relations with the 
Kingdom of Sweden have always been characterized by 
the highest understanding and mutual respect. Thus, it is 
noteworthy at this time to acknowledge the humanitar- 
ian aid Sweden grants to the Angolan people, including 
emergency aid, in response to appeals made by the 
Angolan Government. 


As is correctly pointed out by His Excellency Mr Sten 
Andersson, the holding of hostages is a crime defined 
and punishable by international law. It is against all 
humanitarian principles, and its practice is unaccept- 
able. It cannot be tolerated. It only deserves interna- 
tional rejection. As pointed out by the Swedish minister 
of foreign affairs, under no circumstances is such as 
crime acceptable or defensible. Not only the Swedish 
Government and people, but the Angolan Government 
itself and its people demand the immediate release of the 
Swedish citizens who were so brutally seized by the 
proteges of the Pretoria regime. 


As is well-known, three Swedish citizens were kidnapped. 
One of them died as they were being dragged to the bandit 
hideout, where the South African regular army tries by all 
means to ensure their impunity. However, it was observed 
that one of the Swedish citizens had died at a time when 
information from the kidnappers indicated that the three 
prisoners were still alive. This information was therefore 
false. It was information circulated to purposely deceive 
international public opinion. 


Any kind of blackmail by the terrorist organization 
sustained by Pretoria will only encounter—as it has in a 
country like Sweden, with its great democratic tradi- 
tions—the firmes’ response. This response was given. 


According to His Excellency Mr Sten Andersson, Sweden 
does not negotiate its foreign policy, which, as he 
stressed, is decided through its parliamentary demo- 
cratic system and its government. 
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On learning of the abduction of the Swedish foreign aid 
workers, the Angolan people expressed ‘heir strongest 
solidarity. shey are a group of frienas who came to 
Angola to give the best of themselves, to contribute in 
the tasks of our national reconstruction. Our most heart- 
felt condolences were expressed with regard to the for- 
eign aid worker who was killed with such cowardice by 
the bandits. 


The Swedish people, our friends since the time of our 
struggle for the national liberation, are again on our side 
in the tasks of national reconstruction, carrying out a 
series of solidarity actions in multifaceted cooperation. 
The People’s Republic of Angola, a free and sovereign 
state, will reciprocate with loyalty equivalent to that 
expressed in the recent statement by His Excellency Mr 
Sten Andersson, foreign minister of the Kingdom of 
Sweden. 


Swedish Envoy Meets Dos Santes 
MB261306 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 26 Oct 87 


[Text] In Luanda this morning, Comrade Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, chairman of the MPLA-Labor Party and 
president of the People’s Republic of Angola, received 
(Sten Rhylander), the Swedish ambassador to our coun- 
try. The talks centered on issued of common interest. 
(Sten Rhylander) told the press that the meeting focused 
on the difficult situation created in the wake of the 
abduction of three Swedish guest workers. 


[Begin (Rhylander) recording in Portuguese] As you 
know, we are in a rather difficult situation in the wake of 
the abduction of three Swedes by UNITA. I am here to 
assure your head of state that our relations continue to be 
good. We have exchanged views gp ways to overcome 
this difficulty. Our government maintains its firm 
stance: We will continue our aid program to and foreign 
relations with the People’s Republic of Angola. We will 
also continue our support for the Angolan people. [end 
recording] 


UNITA Strikes MPLA Airport, Shoots Down MIG 
MB280621 (Clandestine) KUP in Eng..sh to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 28 Oct 87 


[Text] UNITA forces have destroyed important anti- 
aircraft defence equipment in a bombardment of the 
MPLA military airport in the town of Cuito Cuanavale 
in south-eastern Angola and downed a Soviet-made 
MIG-21 jet fighter in military operations carried out last 
weekend, military sources told KUP today. 


According to the sources, the MIG-21 jet fighter was shot 
dwn last Saturday and crashed on the left bank of the 
Cuito River while the military airport was attacked on 
Sunday. 
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The military sources added that UNITA forces have 
intensified their attacks on MPLA military units retreat- 
ing from the abortive military offensive against the 
movement's stronghold of Mavinga, and are systemati- 
cally inflicting heavy human and material losses on the 
59th Brigade which has now been reduced to 


Attacks MPLA Supply Column 
MB280630 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 6600 GMT 28 Oct 87 


[Text] A military supply convoy of the MPLA’s 45th 
Brigade has been shattered in a UNITA attack last 
Wednesday (October 21) while trying to re-supply the 

and hunger-striken Third and 39th Brigades 
in the Canage military front in the eastern part of 


Angola. 


Military sources said in Jamba today that during the 
attack, MPLA troops destroyed the military vehicles in 
the convoy to avoid their capture in usable condition, 
before fleeing. 


The sources added that many MPLA troops were killed 
in a UNITA ambush along Luzi Road near Old Cas- 
samba resulting in the destruction of a considerable 
amount of war materiel. 


Namibia 


SWAFO C Details PLAN ‘Successes’ 
MB261827 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
23 Oct 87 p 12 


[Text] SWAPO’s military wing, the People’s Liberation 
Army of Namibia (PLAN), claimed last week to have 
captured two members of the police counter-insurgency 
unit, Koevoet, while they were conducting a follow-up 
operation at Olukulo, 56 kilometres west of Oshakati on 
September 15. 


In the war communique released by the SWAPO Infor- 
mation Department in Luanda late last week, it was 
claimed that PLAN insurgents killed more than 30 South 
African soldiers and wounded more than 40 during 
August and early September. 


“PLAN combatants also inflicted heavy damage on five 
enemy bases, and destroyed 12 Casspir combat vehi- 
cles,” claimed the communique. 


The statement then cites several examples of PLAN 
successes: 


“On August |, PLAN combatants attacked the Onavivi 
military base, 100km north of Oshakati, inflicting casu- 
alties on the South African soldiers and heavy dar-age of 
the base,” it claimed. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


The communique claimed that “a Casspir detonated a 
landmine 20km south of Okongo in northern Namibia 
on August 6. The vehicle was completely destroyed and 
all occupants killed.” 


In a separate action, claims the statement, “a patrol 
tripped off an antipersonnel mine at Ohainengena, 57km 
north-east of Ondangwa. Two soldiers were killed and 
others seriously wounded”. 


On August 21, it is claimed that a “South African 
Casspir-type vehicle” was damaged when it detonated a 
landmine at Engela, 50km north of Ondangwa. “Five 
soldiers were killed,” it claimed. 


On September 5, claimed the communique, “coordinated 
RPD rifle and 60mm mortar attacks were carried out by 
PLAN combatants against the Elundu and Ekomba mili- 
tary bases, both located in northern Namibia”. 


The communique claimed further that on September 7, 
“in an incident typical of the low morale, indiscipline 
and chaos in the enemy ranks, two soldiers of the 
Koevoet squad, by the names of Mahepolido Tjihame 
and Kandongi Tjivara, shot and wounded each other 
during a quarrel while dissenting orders to go into battle 
against PLAN fighters”. 


The statement claimed that on September 8, a “combat 
vehicle detonated a landmine at Omboloka, 1 O0km north- 
east of Okongo. Three soldiers were killed in the incident 
and the vehicle was ¢2stroyed”. 


“In a separate incident, another Casspir-type vehicle 
detonated an anti-tank mine at Ontanangan, 72km west 
of Oshakati. Seven South African soldiers were killed 
and many others wounded,” claimed the communique. 


“In another incident,” the communique claimed, “high- 
lighting the increasing frustration and psychological 
pressure among the soldiers, a South African army 
officer by the name of Gert committed suicide on 
September 13 by shooting himself rather than die in vain 
on the battlefield which he could not justify.” 


“On September 15, PLAN combatants captured two 
South African soldiers of the infamous Koevoet unit at 
Olukulo, 56km west of Oshakati, while they were con- 
ducting a socalled hot pursuit operation against PLAN 
fighters,” it was claimed. 


“A medical officer in the South African army, by the 
name of Louw van Niekerk, was wounded in a clash with 
PLAN combatants in the operational area on September 
17,” concluded the communique in a final claim. 
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New Border Posts With Botswana, Zambia Sought 
MB271652 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1607 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] Windhoek Oct 27 SAPA—The South African 
Department of Foreign Affairs was negotiating with 
Botswana and Zambi> for the establishment of control 
posts at Mohembo. «« the SWA/Namibian border with 
Botswana, and at Wenela, on the territory’s border with 
Zambia, the minister of local authorities and civic 
affairs, Mr Hans Diergaardt, said today. “It is antici- 
pated that these border posts will be in operation in 
1988,” he said in a written reply to a question in the 
National Assembly. 


Republic of South Africa 


Security Force Member Killed on Swazi Border 
MB281213 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 28 Oct 87 


[Text] A member of the South African security forces is 
reported to have been shot dead on the border with 
Swaziland. Swazi sources say the South African was shot 
last night while apparently trying to stop two suspected 
guerrillas from crossing into Swaziland. They add Swazi 
police are investigating the incident, and have arrested 
three people. So far there has been no comment from 
South African authorities. 


Finance Minister Vows Focus on Public Sector 
MB271204 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1054 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] Durban Oct 27 SAPA—Public sector expenditure 
would receive the continued serious attention of the 
government, the minister of finance, Mr Barend du 
Plessis, said today. 


Mr du Plessis was replying, while opening the annual 
congress of the Institute of Municipal Treasurers and 
Accountants, to criticism of central government expen- 
diture exceeding budget provisions. He rejected allega- 
tions that the government was not doing anything to 
restrain public sector expenditure. It was also incorrect 
to say the Margo Commission report was of little value 
because it did not cover this question, he said. 


If the Margo Commission had investigated this, as well 
as the complicated question of taxation, it would have 
taken sevi .al more years to produce a report and then for 
action to be taken. 


Its purpose was not to formulate recommendations for 
greater income for the state, but to produce a more 
balanced and fair tax structure, he said. 


Mr du Plessis said there were a number of explanations 
for the tendency of government to over:ihoot its spending 
budget. 
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These were ‘he increased volatility in economic variables 
such as the exchange and inflation rates, short-term 
stabilisation considerations such as drought or flood 
relief measu-es, and trends ia the business cycle which 
might require stimulation of the domestic economy. 


“There are no objective criteria available for determin- 
ing the untimum share for government expenditure in 
any economy,” he said. 


“In the case of South Africa, a compromise must be 
found between ihe large demands for social and other 
services of a public nature that yield no visible or 
measurabie returns on capital, and the need for financing 
growth in the private sector.” 


South Africa was committed to an economy based on 
private ownership, private initiatives and on the deci- 
sions of a market system. 


“This requires by definition a restricted role for govern- 
ment. It is accepted therefore that, whereas the Margo 
Commission gave extensive attention to the tax struc- 
ture, total expenditure in the public sector must likewise 
receive the continued and serious attention of the gov- 
ernment. 


“The recent white paper on privatisation serves as a 
good example of how serious this problem is regarded by 
government,” he said. 


Various other initiatives were under way to introduce 
greater discipline in the control of total spending. 


These had already borne fruit at various public sector 
institutions and had led to the five-year programme for 
use in the annual budget. 


“These disciplinary measures will be further extended in 
the near future,” Mr du Plessis said. 


Because of the anticipated increase in pressure on the 
vudget, as well as the expected changes in the character 
of expenditure needs, it should be expected that the 
process of handling public expenditure and determining 
priorities would become more complex and “of even 
more crucial importance.” 


BBC Investigates Pietermari Violence 
MB271650 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There is little sign of an end to the violence in 
townships around Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, 
between Chief Buthelezi’s Inkatha Zulu and the UDF. In 
spite of police reinforcements and appeals for an end to 
the fighting, the violence has continued, bringing the 
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total of dead in the last 4 weeks to over 50. On the line 
to Pietermaritzburg, Julian Marshail asked the UDF's 
local chairman, A.S. Cheti, what he was doing to help 


stop the fighting. 


[Begin recording] [Cheti] Weli, we are trying to our level 
best to negotiate through a middle broker in order to get 
together with Inkatha and talk about the situation with a 
view to bringing some measures of peace. But before we 
could do that, we made one condition, and that is to 
reach out to our township membership where we could 
talk to them and say to them exactly what we contem- 
plate doing at the top leadership level. So, therefore, we 
need to reach the township people and explain to them 
that this should be stopped; particularly our younger 
activists—who are, you know, frustrated, and as a result 
of this frustration, all this conflict is arising. 


{Marshall} Is it not a problem, Mr Cheti, this fantastic 
gulf betwee the UDF leadership and the activists on the 


ground? 


{Cheti] There isn’t a gulf, really. The question is the 
difficult [words indistinct] that we cannot reach the 
township folk ai the ground level because we are being 
precluded from doing so. Every time we want to call a 
meeting at the township level, we are either insulted or 
attacked by vigilante forces and death squads, et cetera, 
with a result that people are fearful of coming out into 
the open for a meeting. 


[Marshall] So, who are you using as middleman? 


{Cheti] Well, we are trying our level best to find the most 
acceptable media, and that is—thus far—we think that 
the chamber of commerce, the Pieterniaritzburg Cham- 
ber of Commerce, do seem to be very, very keen and 
very, very interested in bringing about a peace negotia- 
tion. 


[Marshall] Mr Cuzti, even though you say that you are 
ready for talks, both from your own tone and indeed the 
situation on the ground would seem to suggest that the 
Inkatha and the UDF are very much at each other's 
throat. 


[Cheti] Well, at one time we were at each other's throats 
as a result of a given situation. At one time, the violence 
was at its height, and when violence is at its height, you 
don’t expect, you know, everybody to be very happy 
about it. That is, there would be anger on both sides, and 
the anger was foremost on our side; and therefore at that 
stage we did say that ‘ve weren't prepared to talk because 
of all these kill ags. But we say that the killings can’t go 
on all along. We need to stop it. Some sanity must come 
from somewhere, and we are saying that the UDF 
initiative is that sanity. We want to stop this nonsense, 
because more UDF people are being lust than actually 
Inkatha peopie. [end recording] 
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Editorial Calls for New Inkatha-UDF Talks 
MB231557 Durban ILANGA in Zulu 22-24 Oct 87 p 14 


[Editorial: “Inkatha and the UDF Must Start Afresh”] 


[Text] These two big organizations which undertook to 
come together and share ideas in Natal did a commend- 
able thing and pleased a lot of people. Nevertheless, we 
think they should take a break, think things through, and 
thereafter institute new talks. Otherwise, they ~un the 
risk of losing the public’s support because of the appar- 
ent unresolved differences between them that are block- 
ing a breakthrough. 


The cause of the deadlock is the divergent views of the 
leaders of these organizations. The president of Inkatha 
and chief minister of KwaZulu, Mz »gosuthu Buthelezi, 
at a time when we thought the two organizations were 
working together, has veiced a number of complaints 
against the UDF, the Natal Indian Congress [NIC], and 
other organizations, saying they were not playing fair 
with him anJ his Inkatha movement. 


He has also revealed that on overseas visits he and the 
movement have received a lot of flak. He has brought up 
sO many complaints that one begins to wonder at his 
reasons for airing them at a time wha the two organi- 
zations are talking of cooperation. Such disruptive state- 
ments are uncalled for when people are planning to work 
together. The two organizations must open up to each 
other as a basis for cooperation. 


On ‘the other hand, the president of the UDF in Natal, 
Mr Archie Gumede, is quoted in an English newspaper 
as saying it is a cause for concern that the Inkatha 
followers are busy fomenting misunderstanding. If the 
talks are to be a success, it is best that the leaders of the 
two organizations meet—that is, Chief Buthe!<zi and Mr 
Gumede—but this can only take place with persuasion 
froin the followers of these organizations. It is usual foi 
leaders to take the cue from their supporters on issues 
that are constructive. 


Minister Urges AIDS Test for Foreign Workers 
MB270750 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0729 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria, Oct 27, SAPA—The minister of national 
health and population development, Dr Willie van Nie- 
kerk, said the feared AIDS virus had the potential to 
bring about the greatest number of deaths that man has 
ever experienced from a disease, SABC radio news 


reports. 


He was addressing the opening of the Institute for Public 
Health in Pretoria today. 


Dr van Niekerk said Africa had the highest incidence of 
AIDS-infected people in the world and that South Afri- 
cans should be protected against workers from countries 
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like Malavi, Zambia and Tanzania, who could he carry- 
ing the virus. They would have to undergo tests for the 
virus before they were allowed io work in South Africa. 


The minister said the public would have to be educated 
in ways of preventing and spreading the virus. The 
congress ends on Thursday. 


South African Breweries Strike Settled 
MB270822 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0819 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Oct 27, SAPA—The beer strike is 
over, South African Breweries (SAB) said in a news 
release in Johannesburg today. 


The SAE Beer Division said brewery workers were 
returning to work and beer supplies would be back to 
normal .o satisfy peak demand at Christmas. 


SAB and the Food and Allied Workers Union (FAWU) 
yesterday reached an agreement on wages at R4.02 an 
hour and on various conditions of employment, includ- 
ing allowances, bonuses and paid holidays. The state- 
ment said the question of continuous operation at 
Rosslyn Brewery remained unresolved but would be a 
matter for joint mediation. 


More than 1,000 workers had been striking for almost 
three weeks. The agreement, which came after four 
— negotiations, expires at the end of 
June 1988. 


SAB said that since August 20 it offered a national 
minimum wage of R4.00 an hour—representing an aver- 
age increase of 33 per cent—while FAWU had sought a 
43 per cent increase. 


SAB’s marager of industrial relations, Mr Rob Childs, 
said: “We are satisfied with the agreement and believe it 
is a fair settlement.” 


He added that it was unfortunate that negotiations had 
been hampered by non-procedural and unlawful action 
by workers. 


FAWU dismissed allegations of intimidation as “a 
Snaear Campaign.” 


Mr Childs said a supreme court decision on the status of 
overtime bans did not help matters and SAB hoped to 
have the uncertainty surrounding overtime bans clari- 
fied in the appeal court. 


“The agreement on wages is proof that collective bar- 
gaining procedures remain the most viable method for 
the resolution of indusiz:ai conflict, even in the complex 
South African situation,” he said. 
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“Free collectives bargaining must remain the objective 
of both the union and industry, and all attempts from 
whatever quarter to attack the process should be opposed 
vigorously. 


“Now that the wage agreement has been finalised, we 
hope to return to joint mediation on the question of 
Rosslyn’s continuous operation and are optimistic it can 
be resolved.” 


Mr Childs said work should be back to normal in a 
matter of days at all plants affected by the strike. 


Bophuthatswana’s Mangope on Media, Elections 
MB230951 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 23-29 Oct 87 p 15 


[Text] Bopruthatswana [Bop] President Lucas Mangope 
has warned the local media not to support the opposition 
in the forthcoming elections. 


Mangope, leader of the ruling Bophuthatswana Demo- 
cratic Party [BDP}, apparently summoned the editor of 
the Mafikeng-based Mail to his office, and told him to be 
wary of giving publicity to the opposition parties. The 
BDP is being opposed by the recently-formed Progres- 
sive People’s Party [PPP] and the Seopasengwe Party. 


Mangope reportedly accused the editor, Lesly Sehume, 
of being “one of the people who want to break apart the 
(Bophuthatswana) government”. Sehume responded by 
saying that the Mail was “not zubsidised by the govern- 
ment”, and further alleged that government officials 
repeatedly failed to inform his reporters of meetings and 
newsworthy events. 


Bop-TV and Radio reporters have also allegedly been 
warned by the president to avoid publicising the BDP’s 
rivals. One journalist, who asked not to be named, toid 
The Weekly Mail that there was no choice but compli- 
ance, because “we are under the government”. Others 
said they fear dismissal if they do not respond to 
Mangope’s warning. 


In another development relating to media coverage of 
the election, °PP leader Peter Malebana-Metsing has 
announced his intention to take legal steps against Bop 
Minister of Broadcasting K.C. Sehume. According to 
PPP secretary Amos Mataboge, voters in Bop were 
receiving a “one-sided story” from their own broadcast- 
ing services. Fie claimed that people from the Madikwe 
and Odi-Moretele districts were boycotting news pro- 
grammes on Bop-TV and Radio “because they know that 
they are going to hear Mangope”. 
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4 Arrested for Natal Attack, Explosions 
MB271510 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1433 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 27 SAPA—Police arrested two for- 
eign-trained .errorists and one collaborator in northern 
Natal on October 24 and 25, the police commissioner, 
Gen H.G. de Witt, announced in Pretoria today. A 
second collaborator was arrested in Port Natal on Octo- 
ber 25. He said the two terrorists were being held for an 
attack on a police station, and explosions at a shopping 
¢ tre and a post office. Police seized hand-grenades and 
olaer weaponry of Russian origin. 


Gen de Witt said in a siatement that the men were being 
held for an attack on Esikhawini police station in north- 
ern Natal on September 16. The explosions occurred at 
the Saniam Centre at Empangeni on October 6, and at 
the Empangeni post office on October 14. Investigations 
were continuing. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 26 Oct 
MB270712 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0641 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] Pretoria Oct 27 SAPA—Following is the SAP 
unrest report: At Dobsonville (Soweto) a delivery vehicle 
was extensively damaged when it was set alight by a 
group of blacks. 


At Forty Second Hill (Harrismith) a 6-year-old black boy 
wa‘ slightly injured when a group of black youths stoned 
a school. 


At Inanda Dam (Durban) a large groun of blacks gath- 
ered and ignored police requests to disperse. Police 
action was taken to disperse the mob and 28 black men 
were arrested. 


At Edendale (Pietermartizburg) 35 biacks were arrested 
after an incident during the past weekend when a private 
dwelling was attacked with stones. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB270923 [Editorial Report} 


CITIZEN Endorses Detention of Violent Children — 
“The ANC, to its lasting shame, used children in its 
attempt to destabilise the townships,” remarks Johan- 
nesburg The Citizen in English on 26 Ociober in a page 
€ editorial. “Now the children are involved in the battle 
between the UDF _ and Inkatha. Since children are 
engaged in violence, it can be expected that they will be 
detained like any other suspects .. they should be 
charged. Or if they cannot be, they should be releasec’ 
Holding even comparatively few of them without charge 
gives our enemies, here and abroad, the chance tu accuse 
the government of brutality towards children held under 


the emergency.” 
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CAPE TIMES: NP Changing Stance on Freedom Char- 
ter — “Nationalist views towards the Freedom Chartier 

. have undergone a remarkable change recently,” 
--oserves Barry Streek in a page 14 column in Cape Town 
Cape Times in English on 23 October. Defense Minister 
Magnus Malan, speaking in parliament, “described it as 
an exceptionally fine document.” It “is no longer seen as 
a subversive, communist-inspired document in itself, 
and most of its political goals are broadiy acceptable to 
the government. The Freedom Charter is no longer 
regarded as the problem and the government apparently 
believes it could be used as a basis for negotiation.” 
“Whatever the interpretation, whether from General 
Malan, to the unions and UDF, the Freedom Charter has 


clearly come of age.” 


NAMIBIAN: Police Net Impartial Force -- “Intimida- 
tion and harassment” at a SWAPO rally in Okakarara 
“further indicate that the police are not prepared to 
come in to aid a legal political party such as SWAPO,” 
comments Gwen Lister in “Political Perspective” on 
page 12 of Windhoek The Namibian in English on 23 
October. “It is time that not only sections of the press, 
but the Namibian public as a whole, take issue with the 
police, Why do they not act in an impartial manner when 
dealing with law and order?” “It is time that the police ... 
take a serious look at their image anc their actions and 
try and redress a situation which reflects on their ability 
to be an impartial force for the maintenance of law and 
order.” 


Solution to Ovamboland Drought Draws Disbelief — 
“One reads in disbelief ... that the administrator general 
.. has asked ... Pik Botha to approach the Angolan 
goverr-ment with a request for the use of their water in 
the Calueque Dam in the southern part of the country,” 
states an editorial on page 13. “The abject impertinence 
displayed by Mr Janne de Wet ... in suddenly making 
public his great concern for the people living in the 
drought-stricken areas of the far north of Namibia ... 
bears the starap of an arrogance Sy which the interim 
administrators have become recognised.” “While it is a 
fact that the people of the far north are indeed suffering 
from a constant drought situation, it is not fair that they 
should have to rely on the help of a foreign government 
which is under constant attack by the colonial rulers who 
have never bothered to take measures to redress the 
situation before now.” 


BURGER on Aimlessness of Leftist Politics — “A cry of 
anguish was heard this week from Mrs Helen Suzman, 
prominent PFP MP, because the party is on the decline,” 
says the Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans on 23 
October in a page 20 editorial. “She finds this faci almost 
heartbreaking. It is understandable that Mrs Suzmai 
should speak emotionally about her party's decline, 
because over the years she has remaip <i joyal to her 
liberal political principles.” “The harsh reality is that the 
leftwing political groups, including the independents, are 
themselves responsible for their being caughi on a disas- 
trous slide. The primary reason for this is not to be found 
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in the behaviour of radical students or irreconcilable 
differences, but the lack of an alternative policy accept- 
able to reasonable people. Nothing has changed. The 
self-examination taking place in the PFP, and the defec- 
tion of three PFP representatives to Mr Wynand Malan, 
and the split in the ranks of the independents are all 
symptomatic of the aimlessness of leftist politics. These 
groups still stand empty-handed before the voters.” 


BEELD Wants Firmer Action on Campus Disruptions — 
Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 26 October says in 
an editorial on page 8: ““The annual increases in lecture 
and boarding fees at universities and other tertiary 
institutions create a growing problem for those who wish 
to study further but have financial problems.” “These 
increases are not caused only by decreasing subsidies. 
Inflation and general price increases all feed greedily on 
the incomes of such institutions.” “Which is why the 
state and the taxpayer can justifiably expect the more 
expensive tertiary education will go hand in hand with 
greater responsibility and discipiine among those who 
provide and receive that education. That includes firmer 
action against disruptions on campus. Students and the 
institutions at which they study must ensure that they do 
not waste money—especially not that of students who 
really do wish to study.” 


BEELD Welcomes Call for NGK Unity — A second 
editorial on the same page states: “The decision by the 
western Cape synod of the NGK calling for unity in the 
whole NGK family of churches is an historic event.” 
“This is not a radical change in direction, but simply the 
logical next step in the church’s reform process.” 
“Through this decision the profound truth of the gospel 
in relation to the church is made clear, and that is, that 
the church is one and cannot be divided on grounds 
other than belief and creed.” “Whatever form this even- 
tual unity takes—a kind of ecumenical synod of 16 
member churches, a general gathering of all, unity while 
maintaining existing congregations—is of less impor- 
tance. What is important is that the western Cape 
decision should find support in the whole of the NGK, so 
that this wonderful ideal can become a reality.” 


TRANSVALER on Value of Gold to RSA — Johannes- 
burg Die Transvaler in Afrikaans of 21 October editori- 
alizes on page 12: “When the American dollar began to 
flounder at the start of this week and gold came into 
strong demand, it was proven once again that sentiment 
flies out the back door when material realities intrude. 
Investors—and speculators too—have turned to the pre- 
cious metal, as they always do when the American 
currency threatens to stumble in the face of deep-lying 
weak economic trends.” “As for South Africa, these 
developments provide definite advantages—especially 
in the short-term, but continued uncertainty in the world 
economy greatly disrupts exporting countries. South 
Africa cannot afford problems with its trading partners. 
Whatever the case, this country must take advantage of 
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the benefits accruing. Such a windfall, together with a 
partial reduction in its foreign debt, can do much to 
engender a climate of confidence and trust.” 


RAPPORT: No Short Path to Economic Prosperity — A 
page 30 editorial in Johannesburg Rapport in Afrikaans 
on 25 October says that “even with sanctions, South 
Africa remains inextricably part of the economic world 
scene. What happened this week in Wall Street and 
elsewhere indicates a lack of confidence in the world 
economy.” “‘Perhaps there is a lesson in this week’s 
happenings: There is no short path to economic prosper- 
ity. A country’s economy is as strong as the confidence of 
the people in it.” 


Concentration of Power Laying Foundations — Chris 
Heymans and Doreen Atkinson write on the same page 
that according to government constitutional planners 
“devolution of power has already begun.” But “people 
on the local level are less enthusiastic about the degree of 
devolution they see than those on provincial and central 
level.” “Constitutional planners are not all willing to 
admit that power is being concentrated rather than 
shared. But those that do believe this argue that ventral- 
ization is unavoidable due to the problems of the reform 
process. They believe that there will be far-reaching 
devolution later. In the meantime, it may be necessary to 
concentrate power for the short term on the central level 
to lay the foundations for the stronger decentralized 
institutions of the future. 


STAR: Black Violence Self-Destructive — Commenting 
on the violence which has flared in Maritzburg, Johan- 
nesburg 7he Star in English on 27 October says in a page 
78 editorial that “several organizations, including Inka- 
tha and the UDF, have recognised the need for a peace 
envoy of sorts. That sounds logical enough: the UDF and 
Inkatha would then call their followers to order and, in 
the ensuing truce, discuss a modus vivendi. Unfortu- 
nately there seem to be too many stirrers and too many 
bellicose elements who have hijacked tne fighting for 
reasons unrelated to ideology or causes. Even the inter- 
vention of outside peacekeeping forces seems to be of no 
avail. Peace overtures must be continued, but it is to be 
hoped that the real solution will be found among the 
combatants who must realise that the chief losers of the 
fighting are the people themselves.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Sanctions Prepared Nation for Adver- 
sity — “The gold price, once again, is acting as sheet 
anchor for South Africa, and Reserve Bank Governor 
Gerhard de Kock is right in observing that the debt crisis 
two years ago was a heavier blow to this country than the 
market crash of the past two weeks,”’ remarks Johannes- 
burg Business Day in English on 27 October in a page 6 
editorial. ‘Naturally there will be victims, many of them 
innocents, but the country’s reserves are strong, the 
balance of payments is sound, and there is no shortage of 
liquidity. For once, isolation has its advantages.” “Since 
Rubicon, South African business has, for obvious rea- 
sons, been through the wringer. Consequently, most 
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balance sheets are tidy, companies are lean, and manage- 
ments have been toughened by adversity. Thanks to 
sanctions, expectations are modest and hopes of growth 
have depended in very large degree on efforts to stimu- 
late an internal process 0: growth; sanctions did us no 
good, but they did prepare us emotionally for adversity.” 


U.S. Sanctions Only Symbolic Gesture — On the same 
page Simon Barber writes from Washington that “the 
sanctions debate (inasmuch as it ever was one) is all but 
over. If more sanctions are imposed by the U.S. Con- 
gress, it will be for domestic, symbolic purposes in the 
full knowledge that they won’t work.” “Crocker and his 
men no longer criticise sanctions out of any regard for or 
belief in the South African government, but rather 
because they do not believe undermining the South 
African economy to be an effective or moral way of 
solving the problem. They are afraid that now that the 
tide has turned Pretoria is growing complacent—embol- 
dened to pursue its present, profoundly counter-produc- 
tive course, on the theory, unfortunately proved correct, 
that the outside world is powerless to stop it.” 


SOWETAN Critical of Clamp on University Subsidies — 
“While we are impressed by the fight five liberal univer- 
sities have put up against the Government’s curbs on 
them, we must agree with members of the Black Students 
Society at Wits [Witwatersrand University] that these 
measures are rather weak,” notes Johannesburg Sowetan 
in English on 27 October in a page 6 editorial. “The five 
universities plan to hold simultaneous assemblies, pro- 
cessions and plaque-laying ceremonies on Wednesday in 
protest against the imposition of conditions on State 
subsidies. The black students at the so-called liberal 
universities fortunately do not see the attacks on their 
colleagues as isolated from the general assault on free- 
dom.” “As long as South Africans see such attacks as 
isolated aberrations from the Government, we will soon 
be living in a totally autocratic country.” 


Government Responsible for Black Education Crisis — 
Education reporter Nkopane Makobane writes in the 
“Focus” column on the same page that according to the 
vice president of the National Education Union of South 
Africa, Elmon Mathonsi, “the blame for the current 
Crisis in black education should be placed squarely on 
the Government and the Department of Education and 
Training.” Mathonsi agrees that students are not serious 
about their school work, but their “absence of discipline 
emanates from the fact that structures that could have 
handled the crisis have been crushed by the Govern- 
ment.” Mathonsi further points out that “the children 
are affected by the evictions taking place every day in the 
townships. Many have had electricity in their homes cut 
off. Others are on the run from the police.” 


28 Oct Press Review 
MB281008 [Editorial Report] 


DIE BURGER Refutes Mugabe, Kaunda on Sanctions — 
The Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans for 26 October 
Says in page 12 editorial: “By their strident attacks over 
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the weekend on Mrs Margaret Thatcher for her opposi- 
tion to sanctions against South Africa, the leader of 
Zambia and Zimbabwe have once again made them- 
selves guilty of hypocrisy. Both President Kenneth 
Kaunda and Mr Robert Mugabe are among the loudest 
proponents of sanctions, but they themselves do not see 
fit to translate their words into actions. President 
Kaunda accuses countries which fail to impose sanctions 
on South Africa of being racist. Does that apply to 
countless African states, his own included, which con- 
tinue to trade with South Africa? It is no fiction, as 
President Kaunda calls it, that sanctions would hurt 
mainly South Africa’s blacks. President Kaunda and Mr 
Mugabe ought to know that the countries of southern 
Africa are interdependent, and that many of their citi- 
zens, as well as those of other states bordering on South 
Africa, would be made jobless by sanctions.” “The 
realities of southern Africa will not be changed by 
insulting Mrs Thatcher when she points out to black 
leaders their errors. They could benefit be displaying a 
greater degree of honesty.” 


BEELD Praises Arrests of Cape Youth Gang — “‘One of 
the most repulsive methods used by the ANC to try to 
achieve its evil goals is to misuse children,” says the 
Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans of 27 October in an 
editorial on page 12. “So it is not surprising that the 
police have arrested a youth gang in the Cape peninsula 
suspected of conducting a terror campaign under the 
influence of the ANC/SACP alliance. Three-hundred 
serious crimes are alleged. However, the detention of 
children has become a highly emotional issue in South 
Africa. Hostile propaganda would like to make the world 
believe that children are detained for purely political 
reasons. Such an accusation cannot be denied if these 
youths are not brought before a court and charged.” 
‘The sooner this alieged gang of youths, as well as other 
youngsters in detention, are tried by an impartial court, 
the better. And who knows, through proper rehabilita- 
tion programs such persons may still be changed into 
useful citizens.” 


Great Change Via Reform — A second editorial on the 
same page states: “Whenever South Africa claims 
progress in reform, it is accused of cosmetic change.” “In 
such a situation a bit of good sense and perspective is 
useful. Such as that coming from Mr Harry Oppen- 
heimer.” “He sees great change. Specifically, under Pres- 
ident P.W. Botha, he sees greater change than he would 
ever have dreamed of. The process of restructuring the 
country socially and politically is advancing and will 
continue, he says. Blacks and foreigners who would like 
to change the Republic overnight into their kind of lotus 
land can take note. The changes they demand can only 
take place through revolution, and then South Africa 
would be on the bloody African route, for sure. No, 
change must be revolutionary; and change is taking 
place. And if Mr Oppenheimer sees reason to be opti- 
mistic about a peaceful solution, then so too should most 
South Africans. There is much hope, if only people 
would be prepared to look and listen.” 
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SOWETAN: ‘Why Are We the Polecat of the World?’ — 
Johannesburg Sowetan in English for 28 October in a 
page 8 editorial declares: “What this country needs is a 
thorou > re-examination of itself. Why are we the pole- 
cat of the world? Why do people refuse to play sport with 
us? Why should people do business with us under a 
bushel?” The paper responds that South Africa is 
“shunned because of apartheid. We are shunned because 
we are jailing people without trial. We are being shunned 
because white South Africans—at least the majority of 
them—do not believe the majority population of this 
country have a right to determine who governs ....” 


Zambia 


Kaunda Pledges Continuing Support for ANC 
MB271856 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] President Kaunda has assured the African 
National Congress leader, Oliver Tambo, of Zambia’s 
support in his movement’s fight against apartheid South 
Africa. Speaking at a State House ceremony he hosted to 
mark Comrade Tambo’s 70th birthday, Comrade 
Kaunda said the ANC’s fight against South African 
oppression cannot fail to achieve its goals because it is a 
justified fight. Comrade Kaunda also repeated his warn- 
ings to Western governments that their interests in South 
Africa should not blind them to the fact that (?persisting 
in their search) for profits is very evil. 


Speaking after President Kaunda, Comrade Tambo said 
the occasion was a powerful statement by Zambia about 
Africa’s commitment, determination, and involvement 
in the South African struggle for independence. He also 
said the ANC’S struggle has (?greatly) advanced due to 
the support given to it by Zambia. 


Union Hits Restricted Access to Maize Meal 
MB270738 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 0630 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] The Zambia Congress of Trade Unions [ZCTU] 
has condemned as illegal a decision by an official of the 
ruling party specifying that only holders of party cards 
are alloweu to buy the staple maize meal in state shops. 


The general secretary of the ZCTU, Mr Newstead 
Zimba, said the decision was illegal and unconstitution- 
al. He called on Zambia’s chief justice and attorney 
general to make a ruling on this matter. Mr Zimba said 
the restriction contravened an article in the constitution 
of Zambia’s ruling United National Independence Party 
which referred to membership as being voluntary. 


Mr Zimba said essential goods should not be tied to 
party organizations, because they were in short supply. 
The ZCTU has often openly criticized government pol- 
icies. 
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The governor of Solwezi in the Northestern Province, 
Mr Greenson Ikowa, had instructed that only holders of 
cards of the ruling party would be able to buy maize meal 
from state-run shops. Prospective buyers were also 
required to have voters’ registration cards. He said this 
wouid reduce the smuggling of maize meal. 


Zambians have begun registering to vote in next year’s 
parliamentary and presidential elections, but the turnout 
has so far been reported to be slow. 


Zimbabwe 


RSA Official Urges Improvement in Relations 
MB261614 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1537 GMT 26 Oct 87 


[Text] Harare Oct 26 SAPA—The South African deputy 
director for foreign affairs in Africa, Mr Glen Babb, said 
in the Zimbabwean capital today that Pretoria would 
like to seen an improvement in relations between Zim- 
babwe and South Africa. “My visit here is obviously part 
of that development,” he told an on-the-record briefing 
for local and foreign journalists at a luncheon given here 
by the South African Trade Mission at the Harare Club. 
Zimbabwe’s semi-official ZIANA agency quoted Mr 
Babb as saying South Africa would like to see an end to 
the “propaganda warfare” between Harare and Pretoria 
and that it was important that Zimbabwean cabinet 
ministers should take cognisance of developments in 
South Africa. Mr Babb said the whole emphasis follow- 
ing two years of unrest in South Africa had changed now 
to “peace-making” and socio-economic upliftment. 


He is due to meet the permanent secretary in the 
Ministry of Trade and Commerce before he returns to 
Pretoria. “We fear that there has been a positive attempt 
to make contact at a higher level (than the permanent 
secretary) impossible,” said Mr Babb, adding that the 
South Africans felt that this was “negative”. 


Asked by ZIANA if there was any connection between 
his visit to Harare and the visit to South Africa last week 
of the Zimbabwean minister of state for the public 
service, Mr Chris Andersen, Mr Babb said it was “pure 
coincidence”. 


All of the journalists at the luncheon were white. In reply 
to a Zimbabwean editor who mentioned this, Mr Babb 
said: “We don’t choose our journalists by colour.” He 
said it had been by chance that a ZIANA journalist, who 
had been invited personally to the luncheon, was white. 


He said Africa had isolated itself from South Africa and 
the reverse was not the case. The nine-nation Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference 
(SADCC) “wouldn’t exist without South Africa,” he 
claimed. 
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Mr Babb, who made quite clear he was speaking for his 
government, said South Africa was concerned that the 
African National Congress of South Africa, which has its 
headquarters in Lusaka, Zambia, was using Zimbabwe as 
an infiltration route to South Africa. One of the most 
recent bomb blasts in the northern Transvaal clearly 
demonstrated this through the fact that the tracks from 
the blast allegedly led back to Zimbabwe. 


He said South Africa and Botswana had a good under- 
standing on Sout:: Africa’s objections by the ANC to use 
Botswana soil for infiltration purposes. 


Mr Babb denied South Africa was involved in attempts 
to destabilise Zimbabwe and Mozambique. “‘A stable 
Zimbabwe is of as much importance to us as (stability) in 
Mozambique,” he said. 


Mr Babb said Maputo was a natural outlet for the 
northern Transvaal and South Africa was deeply 
involved in various schemes in the Mozambican capital. 
In addition, Pretoria was currently involved in discus- 
sions about the huge Cahora Bassa hydro-electric scheme 
in Mozambique, which provided power for South Africa, 
and the Chicualacuala railway line in Mozambique, and 
7 security of both, which was in the interests of South 
Africa. 


He said South Africa was upset by Mozambique’s atti- 
tude towards South Africa in that it blamed everything 
on South Africa. He said South Africa’s armed forces 
denied any support for Renamo and this had been the 
case since 1984. On allegations that South Africa contin- 
ually supported the Mozambique “bandits”, he said 
South Africa had asked time and again for proof of this 
but had received none. “We know very well that if we 
were to place Renamo in power we would just be putting 
Frelimo (the ruling party) in the bush, and this would be 
(the) worse situation,” said Mr Babb. 


He said South Africa had initiated talks between 
Renamo and Frelimo, which had started in Pretoria in 
1984, but a telephone call from Lisbon, the Portuguese 
capital, had put an end to them. He emphasised that 
Renamo offices were in Lisbon, and Washington in the 
United States. 


Mr Babb said that South Africa believed that dialogue 
between South Africa and other African states was of 
primary importance. But the “bottom line” remained 
power-sharing in which groups could maintain their 
identities. 


He said South Africa was involved in what he described 
as “sweat equity” in its African dealings, which it 
believed was of far more use than money or loans. This 
sweat-equity “stretched from Morocco to Madagascar’’, 
said Mr Babb. He said South Africa was involved in 
trade with 50 African natiors last year to the tune of 
three billion rands. 
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Further From BBC 
MB271848 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[From the “*Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The arrival in the Zimbabwe capital of a senior 
South African Foreign Ministry official looks like the 
first move by Pretoria to establish high-level contact. It 
comes despite the fact that Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe is one of the most vocal critics of the apartheid 
regime. Zimbabwe has refused to hold meetings at min- 
isterial level since independence. The South African 
official in Harare at the moment is Deputy Director 
General for Africa Glen Babb. On the line, Julian 
Marshall asked him why he had gone to Zimbabwe. 


[Begin recording] [Babb] Zimbabwe is unique in the 
region in not promoting ministerial contacts between 
their government and our government, and it has been a 
subject of some dismay for us that this situation has 
prevailed for long. 


[Marshall] And what do you think you can do to change it? 


{Babb} All we can do is to promote some mutual trust 
between South Africa and Zimbabwe. We realize that 
Zimbabwe is a (?merger) of the SADCC countries, and 
the paradox of the SADCC is that it would not have 
existed without South Africa and it needs South Africa in 
order to succeed. The whole process of development 
within the (?southern) African region is one which 
requires the 40 percent of Africa’s manufacturing power 
which comes from South Africa to be deployed to help 
the region into a process of development, which can 
rebound to the benefit of all of the people who live in this 
part of the world. 


[Marshall] But, Mr Babb, how do you bridge the ideo- 
logical gap? How do you overcome the suspicion, the 
accusations, and indeed the evidence of South African 
destabilization of neighboring states? 


[Babb] (?We) have distinguished between rhetoric at the 
official level and the real level, and Africa works on all 
these levels. When it comes to the real level, South Africa 
has very few problems with Africa. That means that 
when it comes to locusts, to building roads, to providing 
medical services, to development, to farming—which 
South Africa provides in a number of the countries 
around us—all of this indicates that we have a commit- 
ment to Africa. And it is going to take time to break 
down those barriers. The greatest tragedy of Africa is 
that at independence Africa isolated itself from South 
Africa. We have never wished this to take place. This 
tragedy has meant that we are going to have to break 
down the barriers to get back to a position where we can 
play our actual role in developing the continent. And 
that great tragedy of isolating South Africa from the rest 
of Africa has meant that Africans have only now begun 
to realize the importance of this infrastructure, the 
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people who live in South Africa, and the permanence of 
a white cohesive group of people who have power—both 
economic and political—and wish to share that power 
with the continent in which they live. 


[Marshall] But to take two countries—for instance, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe—Mozambique is seem- 
ingly convinced of your continued support for MNR 
rebels in the country. Zimbabwe is extremely vociferous 
in their condemnation of apartheid. 


[Babb] As for as the accusations made against us by 
Mozambique, I confirm we have held talks with Mozam- 
bique in our new joint liaison committee and have come 
to an understanding, with that country that there must be 
a diminution of propaganda that is exercised against 
South Africa. We deny vehemently that we have any- 
thing to do with the MNR, and we deny vehemently that 
we are trying to destabilize that country. And in our 
meetings with the Mozambique, of course, they use a 
different tone to that which they use publicly. 


[Marshall] And Zimbabwe’s condemnation of apart- 
heid? 


[Babb] That obviously is something which depends on 
the ideological and political system which (?exists) in 
Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe has opted for a socialist system, 
and they view South Africa as a foil to the position which 
they themselves politically have taken up. We would like 
to bridge that gap. The vociferousness of the propaganda 
is something which I, obviously, in coming here, have 
been trying to alleviate. It doesn’t help at all to have one 
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another shouting across the border, and we feel that 
much of the shouting comes from the Zimbabwean side. 
And they realize with their realism that trade with South 
Africa, the position that they hold toward us, is an 
important one in the development of their own econo- 
my. 


(Marshall] Finally, Mr Babb, could I perhaps put this to 
you: You keep on talking of realism, but could it not be 
that South Africa is perhaps suing for peace, trying to 
blunt the edge of possible sanctions? 


[Babb] Obviously, we would like sanctions to go away 
entirely. They are probably the most silly thing that 
could ever have been introduced. But as far as blunting 
the edge is concerned, we have found that there is a great 
deal of realism within the Zimbabwean society itself. 
And when I visited the people who are involved most in 
both the private sector and government with relations 
with South Africa, it is quite clear that this option is one 
which is dealt with very, very tentatively. [end recording] 


Limpopo Railway Expected Operational Feb’88 
MB261830 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1745 GMT 26 Oct 87 


[Text] The Limpopo railway line, which can provide 
Zimbabwe and other landlocked countries with access to 
the sea, is expected to be operational by February next 
year. This was revealed by the Mozambican ambassador, 
Comrade Francisco Madeira, in an interview with ZBC 
in Harare today. Comrade Madeira said the national 
railways of Zimbabwe and two private (?companies) are 
working on the project. an ineffective military force. 


Kerekou Marks 15th Anniversary of Revolution 
AB261818 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 25 Oct 87 


[Address to the nation by President Mathieu Kerekou on 
the occasion of the 11th anniversary of the creation of 
the Armed Forces and the 15th anniversary of the 
launching of the revolution—live or recorded] 


[Excerpts] Militants of the Beninese revolution: Tomor- 
row, Monday 26 October, the militant revolutionary 
people of the People’s Republic of Benin—alert, vigilant, 
and united—will celebrate with fervor the 1 Sth anniver- 
sary of the glorious date of 26 October 1972. This was 
the day which brought an end to the former policy of 
national resignation—characterized by irresponsibility, 
anarchism, and the flourishing of interregional and inter- 
tribal contradictions. October 26th also marks the 1 Ith 
anniversary of the creation of our People’s Armed Forc- 
es. In fact, by breaking forever with the reactionary 
ideology of noninvolvement in political affairs that char- 
acterized the colonial and neocolonial armies, our Peo- 
ple’s Armed Forces have decided—with full responsibil- 
ity and full knowledge of the situation—to engage our 
dear and beautiful country in a great revolutionary 
movement of national liberation. In line with the honor, 
dignity, and social progress launched on 26 October 
1972—and on behalf of all the Beninese people—the 
basis and ultimate goal of the revolution remains the 
defense of the working masses of our towns and villages. 
Since this historic date, the dauntless people of Benin, 
with ardor and sustained effort, have competed with 
each other to control our own destiny. This has been 
done through a patriotic and revolutionary struggle 
founded on the effective application of our key speech on 
national construction and new national independence 
policy of 30 November 1972, and greatly enriched by our 
socialist choice of development of 30 November 1974 
and by our fundamental law of 26 August 1977. 


Drawing practical lessons from the teachings of the great 
educators of the world proletariat—which stipulate that 
without a new type of person there cannot be a true 
revolution in a country, and without a people’s army the 
people have nothing—we founded on 30 November 
1975, the People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin 
([PRPB], and on 26 October 1976, set up the Benin 
People’s Armed Forces. All these actions of high political 
significance that we have methodically undertaken allow 
us to solemnly affirm today that 26 October 1972 opened 
a truly new era in our country. Therefore, on the eve of 
the | 5th anniversary of our revolution, of the PRPB, and 
the 11th anniversary of the creation of our People’s 
Armed Forces, it is justifiably and with a deep feeling of 
legitimate pride that our people, our party, and our 
revolutionary state can feel satisfied that our People’s 
Armed Forces have spared no effort in consistently 
pursuing the continued revolutionalization of their 
structures. They have never ceased to identify with the 
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vast popular masses of our towns and villages by reso- 
lutely putting themselves at the service of the masses. 
They share all the people’s joys and all the difficulties 
inherent in the gigantic and complex work of building— 
step by step—a new society in which life will be pleasant 
for everybody, the socialist society. 


That is why our people, our party, and our revolutionary 
state highly appreciate all the positive action taken at all 
levels and with unity of thought, military discipline, and 
cohesion by the uniformed militants since 26 October 
1972; particularly through fundamental self-examina- 
tion, energetically combating reactionary political con- 
cepts and divisive, complacent, tribalistic, and regioral- 
istic tendencies—which are all defects inherited from 
feudalism, colonialism, and neocolonialism. 


Our people, our party, and our revolutionary state have 
been firmly supporting the praiseworthy daily efforts of 
the toiling masses of our towns and villages. They are 
resolutely determined to eliminate the former policy 
with new men, the structures and ideologies brought by 
them, a new type of army—a truly revolutionary army, a 
modern army closely attached to the people and fully 
devoted to the noble cause of the revolution, ready and 
able to act promptly and effectively to defend the father- 
land, the territorial integrity, and the victories of the 
revolution. Such is the image of our popular Armed 
Forces today. [passage omitted] 


On the national level, our country, the People’s Republic 
of Benin, has not been spared the difficult situation 
being encountered by all the countries of the world. 
Apart from the ill effects of the prolonged world eco- 
nomic crisis, our nation’s disjointed and outwardly ori- 
ented national economy has been greatly affected by 
weather hazards and the disastrous consequences of the 
serious inefficiency observed in the organization and 
management of most of our productive organizations. 
All these forced our party and our revolutionary state to 
take drastic measures of austerity and continued finan- 
cial restructuring. And it is precisely these responsible 
measures taken by our party and our revolutionary state 
that the detractors of the Beninese revolution—vile 
stooges of international imperialism—have been exploit- 
ing. They cynically try to distract our toiling people and 
divert them from the correct execution of the tasks of 
production and national construction, which alone can 
enable us to carry out the restructuring of our economy 
and increase production in all sectors of the national 
economy. [passage omitted] 


In addition to the constant actions that are expected of 
all militants of the Beninese revolution, our People’s 
Armed Forces must accomplish in dignity the specific 
tasks enumerated hereafter: First of all, they must 
strengthen the military and revolutionary discipline 
within their ranks; second, pursue the tactical and tech- 
nical training of officers, noncommissioned officers, 
troops, and the militia; third, provide security for people 
and property—day and night—throughout the national 
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territory; fourth, work tirelessly to completely dismantle 
all the networks of internal reaction and anarchist-leftist 
groups who have been agitating feverishly and have been 
trying devilishly to distract our popular masses from the 
noble ideals of the PRPB; fifth, participate actively in 
the correct and diligent execution of the national pro- 
duction and construction tasks through a judicious uti- 
lization of the human and material means available; 
sixth, rid our popular Armed Forces of all the indisci- 
plined lazy, alcoholic, greedy, and degenerate elements 
who have been engaging sordidly in corruption and the 
smuggling of weapons and ammunition; seventh, to 
deepen the political, patriotic, and ideological training of 
our uniformed militants in order to make them dauntless 
fighters completely devoted to our people, our party, our 
revolutionary state, and to the democratic and popular 
Beninese revolution. [passage omitted] 


Burkina Faso 


Communique Reports ‘Liberation’ of Koudougou 
AB272217 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] The town of Koudougou was liberated this morn- 
ing. In this connection, here is a communique from the 
Popular Front: 


Militants of the people’s democratic revolution: This 
morning, the town of Koudougou was liberated by the 
people’s defense forces. The Popular Front takes this 
Opportunity to congratulate the people’s defense forces 
for their spirit of discipline, cohension, and political 
maturity, and for the patriotic sense which they have 
demonstrated. The Popular Front also congratulates the 
militants of Koudougou for their courage, their calm, 
and their patriotic sense. It congratulates in particular 
the men and the junior officers of the BIA [Airborne 
Intervention Battalion] whose participation was a deter- 
mining factor. 


The fatherland or death; we shall win! 


Kabore Reportedly Flees 
AB272242 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] The dissident stand of Captain Boukary Kabore 
has ended. The elements of several regiments marched 
on Koudougou, from where our reporter Godfroy Bazie 
returned a short while ago: 


[Bazie] Yes, calm has returned to Koudougou, where the 
people are now going about their normal activities after 
the few hours of tension. This morning, troops from 
several garrisons marched on Koudougou. The resis- 
tance did not last long, as Captain Boukary Kabore, 
commander of the 3d Military Region, and some officers 
of the Airborne Intervention Battalion, BIA, took to 
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their heels. When we arrived in Koudougou, several 
militants had gathered around the garrison, curious to 
see what was happening in there. 


In short, the people were relieved. There were no vic- 
tims, following what we cannot describe as fighting— 
because there was none—as the BIA elements refused to 
fight for an unjust cause. As the first gunshots rang out, 
many of them simply joined the forces that launched the 
assault, with the conviction that they were fighting for a 
noble ideal. Those we met expressed this feeling, their 
voices filled with emotion following the flight of the Lion 
[Kabore]. For the first time, they were free to express 
themselves and to reject playing a game that was not 
worthing playing. To this end, let us listen to the state- 
ment of the Koudougou Garrison Committee, read by 
Sergeant Abdoulaye Toudianou: 


[Begin recording] Today, we militants of the Koudougou 
Garrison Committee assumed our responsibility in the 
face of [words indistinct] which constituted the BIA 
command. Traitor Capt Boukary Kabore and his insid- 
ious Officers, the liquidators of the August revolution, 
have been reduced. In fact, together with the valiant 
fighters of the other garrisons, we have been able to 
control the situation, thanks to a military action which 
was tactically adopted to the situation prevailing in the 
field. [Words indistinct] and submitted to all sorts of 
threat and torture aimed at keeping us mute in the face 
of the appeals made by the other garrisons, we rose up 
and we triumphed. The garrison is under the control of 
all the soldiers committed to the August revolution, and 
we are declaring officially our firm support for the 
Popular Front and for the rectification movement 
engaged in on 15 October 1987. 


Forward with the deepening of the revolutionary process 
launched on 4 August 1983! Forward with the rectifica- 
tion movement launched on 15 October 1987. Death for 
the traitors and the stateless! The fatherland or death; we 
shall win! 


{Issued in] Koudougou, Tuesday, 27 October 1987. 
[Signed] The Garrison Committee. 


PRP Thanks Popular Front 
AB272249 Ougadoug-« Domestic Service in French 
2200 GMT 27 Oct 87 


{Declaration by the Bulkiemde Provincial Revolutionary 
Authority (PRP) on the liberation of the town of Kou- 
dougou—read by Comrade Roberi Bouta, delegate at the 
health department of the PRP] 


[Text] Following the meeting held by the Bulkiemde 
PRP and a delegation of the Popular Front, a meeting 
which enabled the PRP to be briefed on the current 
situation in the country and to better understand the 15 
October events and the rectification process; 


FBIS-AFR-87-208 
28 October 1987 


Considering the excercise of salvation undertaken by the 
leadership of the Popular Front today, 27 October, 
which brought about an atmosphere of security for the 
Koudougou militants; 


Considering that this excercise is a response to a long- 
awaited solution for the Bulkiembe masses, exasperated 
and concerned with the adventurist attitude adopted by 
the commanding officer of the 3d Military Region; 


And considering the outpouring of happiness ihat 
greeted the liberation of the town of Koudougou from 
the yoke of this commanding officer gone astray; 


The PRP, which held a general assembly today, hereby 
expresses its militant gratitude to the leading body of the 
Popular Front for sending a mission of information to 
Koudougou, and gives it a (?token) of its satisfaction 
with the restoration of security in Koudougou. It reaf- 
firms its militant support to the Popular Front for the 
rectification process undertaken on 15 October 1987. 


Forward with the rectification process! Forward with the 
national construction! The fatherland or death; we shall 
win! 


[Signed] The PRP. 


Gaoua Garrison Criticizes Kabore 
AB271950 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Declaration by Gaoua Garrison Committee on the 
remarks of Boukary Kabore] 


[Text] Like all other garrison committees in the country, 
the Gaoua Garrison Committee has also issued a state- 
ment on the attitude of Captain Boukary Kabore, com- 
mander of the 3d Military Region. 


Following the contradictory siatements made by Capt 
Boukary Kabore and some foreign media aimed at 
sowing discord and division within our people’s Armed 
Forces—statements which only benefit international 
imperialists and the enemies of our people, and made 
with the aim of transforming Burkina Faso into a battle- 
field so that they can exploit it more; 


We, the Gaoua Garrison Committee, having met in 
general assembly today, Monday 26 October, at the 
command post of the Sth Infantry Commando Regiment 
and after analyzing the national military situation, call 
on all military and paramilitary comrades—sincere 
patriots of the Koudougou Garrison—to dissociate 
themselves from all deviationist and sentimentalist acts; 


To rally behind the population to help make the August 
1983 revolution a success; 
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And call on ail our military and paramilitary comrades 
of the Koudougou Garrison to increase their vigilance 
and support the rectification process launched on 15 
October 1987. 


Down with misinformation! Down with mind-poison- 
ing! Down with the act of following blindly! 


Forward with the rectification process. Forward with the 
democratic and popular revolution! Forward with the 
Popular Front! The fatherland or death; we shall win! 


[Signed] The Gaoua Garrison Committee. 


Radio on Revolution’s Successes, Failures 
AB271219 Domestic Service in French 
0630 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Yacouba Traore commentary] 


[Text] Nearly 2 weeks after the launching of the rectifi- 
Cation process in our country, the new governing body 
intends to make a syntnesis of the deliberations of the 
Committees for the Defense of the Revolution and those 
of the Provincial Revolutionary Authorities. The analy- 
sis of the 4 years of revolution that will emerge from this 
synthesis will serve as the basis for the definition of 
future policies in Burkina Faso. The Popular Front’s 
program of action is therefore being awaited with partic- 
ular interest; and so is the platform that will govern the 
action of national political organizations within the 
supreme governing body. In any case, it is incumbent 
upon the Popular Front to set an objective goal for the 
ratification process that has been launched. Here is 
Yacouba Traore to comment: 


[Traore] The August revolution that occurred in a neo- 
coloniatist, agricultural, and backward country consti- 
tuted the hope of an entire people—the hope of several 
million deprived people. After 4 years of that revolution, 
it has become necessary to evaluate its political, econom- 
ic, social, cultural, and military results so as to undertake 
the necessary and salutary rectification of our process. It 
has become necessary to make a political assessment of 4 
years of upheaval, transformation, sacrifice, and success; 
but also of failures that are due mainly to the impulsive- 
ness that has often characterized our actions. Our fail- 
ures can above all be attributed to the refusal to admit 
that revolution is a science and therefore obeys a certain 
number of principles. We have often improvised and 
hesitated, and that is why many sincere militants have 
often wondered where the revolution is heading. The 15 
October movement has the duty to give a clear answer to 
this fundamental question. Incidentally, the proclama- 
tion and the message of Comrade Captain Blaise Com- 
paore, chairman of the Popular Front, is reassuring: The 
rectification process will work hard to defend the 
achievements of the People’s Democratic Revolution by 
intensifying the revolutionary process. 
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Today, after the first moments of shock, militants of the 
revolution have great hope, because the revolution is in 
no way abandoned. On the contrary, it is counterrevolu- 
tion which has been buried and which will perish. The 
Popular Front has given back hope to our people, the 
very people who were presented with no alternatives 
(before) they became involved in the revolution of 4 
August 1983. 


The current assessment of the state of our revolution 
should be made objectively. By a careful analysis of our 
errors—and especially of what caused these errors—we 
should be able to define new options for our people so 
that they will be able to overcome the crucial problems of 
hunger, ignorance, epidemics, unemployment, economic 
underdevelopment, and political and cultural reaction. 


Contrary to what the reactionaries and opportunists of 
all categories expect, this rectification process is neither 
a step backward nor a revision of the firm commitments 
made by the patriots of this country on the historic night 
of 4 August 1983. Nor is it an occasion for vengeance. 
The rectification process is a leap forward in the struggle 
of our veople, an acceleration of our people’s march 
toward a more logical and worthy transformation. The 
rectification struggle is also, and above all, the personal 
struggle of each revolutionary to review his own short- 
comings that could be obstacles to the radiant march of 
our people. This is the price of victory; for if we are 
afraid to talk about our weaknesses, we will fall prey to 
our reckless attitudes. 


Commentary Slams Foreign Media Reportage 
AB271634 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 27 Oct 87 


{Issaka Ali Kouroumah commentary] 


[Text] Since the 15 October events, the foreign media 
has found material to comment on. That is why it 
continues daily to disseminate reports that surprise some 
people and panic others. These reports have a precise 
aim. Not only are these reports disseminated, they are 
also produced on an industrial scale to inundate citizens, 
unsettle ideologies, and test the most deep-rooted beliefs. 
This truth, which was expressed by Francis Balle, came 
Out again with the recent events in Burkina Faso. Indeed. 
is it not true that reports—one as erroneous as the 
other—inundated Burkinabes after the events of 15 
October, frightening some and revolting and rousing 
others to indignation? What did we not hear as early as 
16 October on Radio France Internationale and on other 
radio stations in quest of sensation? 


First of all, they started by announcing that the events of 
15 October in Burkina left more than 100 persons dead. 
Then these same radio stations clairned that the Popular 
Front’s explanation tours were unfruitful; in fact, they 
said little was achievec by these tours. Others even went 
to the extent of talking about revolts. Quite recently, it is 
the attitude of the Lion [Captain Boukary Kabore] which 
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is making headlines in their newspapers, an attitude 
blown out of proportion and deliberately emphasised to 
obtain the desired effect. In short, one can go on citing 
these kinds of falsified and incorrect information. For- 
tunately, it is the same journalists who are sometimes 
forced to deny their own claims. For example, after 
reporting more than 100 dead, this number was reduced 
48 hours later to 50, and they finally settled for about 20 
dead. 


And concerning revolts, everybody knows that there was 
nothing of the sort. As for Capt Boukary Kabore, he is 
not happy in his own way, that is true; but it must be 
admitted that there was some exaggeration in his state- 
ment, which is continually broadcast to frighten those 
who are fai from Ouagadougou as well as fellow coun- 
trymen living outside Burkina Faso. They conveniently 
forget to say that total calm prevails in Ouagadougou and 
all the towns in the country, and that after the initial 
shcok, militants have returned to work. On the other 
hand, simple remarks are exploited to incite people to 
revolts and clashes. 


But what exactly do these journalists, who have benefit- 
ted from all facilities on their arrival in Ouagadougou, 
want? Borders were opened just for them; communica- 
tion lines were specially installed for their benefit, and 
they were granted several interviews with authorities of 
the Popular Frout who did not hesitate to give them all 
the necessary information. Of course, you may retort 
that very often what the authorities say does not contain 
all the truth. Let’s admit this to be true. But you will also 
agree with me that journalists, too, sometimes intention- 
ally lie even when they have the correct information. 
Let's not forget that information is the fourth estate, an 
estate that can make and unmake politicians; an estate 
that can positively or negatively transform the world, as 
a colleague at Sidwaya [national daily of Burkina Faso] 
wrote. And this estate tried and is still trying to nega- 
tively transform Burkina Faso. In fact, some foreign 
journalist have abused the press freedom that they have 
been enjoying since their arrival in Burkina Faso for the 
coverage of events of 15 October. 


The latest example of the abuse of press freedom 
occurred just yesterday. In fact, yesterday, some col- 
leagues—Europeans especially—went with their cameras 
to stand in front of the main gate of the Phillipe Zinda 
Kabore High School to, as they put it, film the protest 
march of the students. But this fools nobody. They went 
to incite the students to stage a protest march, because 
they were told that the students would not do anything of 
the sort. And since we journalists like to attack without 
receiving any bruises ourselves, there is no doubt that 
these same provocative journalists will scream that free- 
dom of the press has been trampled upon after they were 
summoned for interrogation for a few hours by the state 


security agency. 


Balzac was right when he wrote that the press is a fourth 


estate in the nation. It attacks everybody, but nobody 
can attack it. It apportions blame [words indistinct]. It 
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claims that politicians and writers are its properties, but 
does not want any reciprocity. People in this estate must 
be sacred: They do and say all sorts of nonsense, and it is 
their right. It is high time we talk about these unknown 
and mediocre men who have so prominent a place in 
their time, and are bent on producing as many articles as 
books. 


It is not with delight that I denigrate our profession by 
highlighting its negative aspects, but I am forced to warn 
the Burkinabe people against erroneous information of 
some foreign media which have other objectives than the 
well-being of Burkina Faso. Some journalists merely 
want to create a sensation to project their media, because 
the information industry is also a business with keen 
competition; and this is quite noticeable in the devel- 
oped countries. Others want to see Burkina in chaos, 
hence their fiery attacks. 


Finally, it must be admitted, the defunct president had 
in One way or another made an impression on the media 
circles by his rhetoric. That is why some journalists 
cannot dissociate themselves from the man. In short, as 
much as we should like a media that is constructive, we 
should also be wary of those that destroy. A word to the 
wise is sufficient. 


Ghana 


Rawlings, Museveni on ‘African Revolution’ 
AB271050 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant 
Rawlings, last night urged African leaders to view the 
need for the development of the spirit of self-help and 
self-reliance on the continent as the hallmark of the 
African revolution. That is why Ghanaians fully endorse 
the perceptive observations of the Ugandan leader, Mr 
Yoweri Museveni, for African leaders to manage their 
economic resources more efficiently and to show a 
deeper concern for morality in government. Chairman 
Rawiings was speaking at a reception ‘n honor of Mr 
Museveni at the State House in Accra. H: observed that 
in view of similarities in economic conditions and prob- 
lems of development, Third World countries tend to 
benefit more from mutual cooperation in the face of 
inequitable economic order. It is in this spirit the PNDC 
has decided to cooperate with Uganda in various fields 
of development. 


Chairman Rawlings said although Ghana has its own 
problems of limitations, the country is prepared to share 
its limited resources in the spirit of friendship and 
African solidarity. The PNDC chairman noted that 
developing countries are operating in an international 
economic climate which is not often couducive to a 
healthy and sustained economic growth. They therefore 
find themselves in a situation of external debt repayment 
which in some cases takes as much as 60 percent of 
foreign exchange earnings. This, according to Chairman 
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Rawlings, calls for an urgent need for the international 
community to find a quick solution to the situation. He 
said much as the gestures of some donor countries are 
appreciated, there is a need to find more substantial and 
lasting provisions. That is why the PNDC hopefully 
looks forward to the forthcoming extraordinary meeting 
of the OAU heads of state and government to formulate 
a common position on Africa’s external indebtedness. 


Chairman Rawlings, however, cautioned that the preoc- 
cupation of economic survival should not distract atten- 
tion from areas of continued conflict. He said unfortu- 
nate disruptions like what happened in Burkina Faso 
constitute a temporary setback to the African revolution- 
ary process. He also reminded all who are involved in the 
revolutionary movement that the forces of imperialism 
and reaction are determined to sow seeds of discord and 
instability among the leadership. Chairman Rawlings 
pointed out that what is needed is vigilance and the 
settlement of ideological differences in a spirit of toler- 
ance, patience, and understanding in the larger interest 
of African countries. 


In his reply, President Museveni said the economic 
situation in Africa has to be transformed, and there 
should be no obstacle in achieving this objective. He 
regretted that despite bold attempts being made at 
development, Africa still lags behind the developed 
world. He said the Ugandan Government will support 
any move to transform Africa. President Museveni 
observed that Ghana is gradually moving from near 
obscurity to resurgency. He praised Ghanaians for this 
achievement, and urged them to consider revolution as 
the guided missile that should go astray if not given 
proper guidance. The Ugandan leader recalled coopera- 
tion between Ghana and Uganda during the First 
Republic and called for a reactivation of that collabora- 
tion. He urged revolutionaries not to be dejected by the 
events in Burkina Faso, but to strive to recognize their 
mistakes and differences, solve them, and move forward. 


Among the gathering were PNDC members, secretaries 
of state, and members of the diplomatic corps. 


Addressing cadres of the revolution, President Museveni 
said the greatest threat to Africa’s development are the 
outflow of resources and backwardness. The main task, 
therefore, is to introduce measures to reverse this trend. 
He said African countries which have embarked on 
revolution must define what they mean by revolution 
and what they are revolting against. In his view, revolu- 
tionary countries are revolting against threats of 
resources ontflow and backwardness, which he traced to 
colonialism. He said African countries must aim at 
improving their productive forces and try to be indepen- 
dent and self-sustaining. African revolutions must be 
against those taking values from the continent to 
improve upon their economies. [sentence as heard] The 
Ugandan leader advised nationalists and cadres not to 
get diverted by minor problems, but rather attack the 
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major ones which retard the development of their coun- 
tries. President Museveni called on the cadres to work 
out the mechanisms they can identify subver- 
sive elements. He said the CDR [Committee for the 
Defense of the Revolution] system is a positive move 
which involves the participation of all and gives power to 


the people. 


Radio on Museveni Visit 
AB280616 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Kwesi Tawiah commentary] 


[Text] The visit of President Museveni to Ghana is of 
great importance. This is because African countries still 
look to Ghana as the torchbearer of African unity. 
President Museveni led the National Resistance Army, 
NRA, which fought several years of guerrilla war to 
liberate Uganda from insecurity and socioeconomic dis- 
integration. The NRA under Museveni instituted mea- 
sures for cadre development and the rehabilitation of 
thousands of young people and refugees who fell victim 
to the insecurity and chaos of previous regimes. His visit 
to our country indicates that Museveni has a lot of 
admiration for Ghana and its revolution. As he pointed 
out yesterday in an address to officers and men of the 
Ghana Armed Forces, the present underdeveloped 
nature of Africa calls for a total revolution on the 
continent. According to him, the masses, the Armed 
.forces, and everybody in society must be organized for 
the transformation of the continent. He emphasized that 
the biggest problem of Africa is the outflow of her 
resources, which weakens the continent but strengthens 
other continents. What we have to do is to pool our 
resources for the transformation of the continent. 


Both Flight Lieutenant Jerry John Rawlings and Yoweri 
Museveni are aware of this and have initiated popular 
revolutions in the two countries. The Ugandan leader’s 
visit has come at a time when the PNDC has taken a bold 
step to decentralize political authority by creating dis- 
trict assemblies to ensure real democracy. This is impor- 
tant in attaining social, economic, and political goals. 


The Ugandan leader’s visit also shows the good relations 
that have existed between the two countries since the 
First Republic and bilateral relations between the two 
countries were reviewed. [sentence as heard] Major 
African problems, especially the South African problem, 
were also discussed. Recognizing the heroic struggle by 
our 24 million brothers and sisters in South Africa to 
eliminate the apartheid system and establishment of a 
nonracial democratic society, the two leaders pledged 
their support to the liberation movements there. The two 
governments also demonstrated their commitment to 
self-determination and human digaity by supporting the 
Nonaligned Movement in its aim of providing funds for 
the Frontline States to liberate Namibia. 
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The visit of President Museveni has helped to strengthen 
the bonds of cooperation between Ghana and Uganda, as 
well as the establishment of closer links between the 
revolutionary forces of the two sister countries in search 
of African unity and development. 


‘Eyewitness’ Account of Sankara Death Given 
AB272159 Accra International Service ix English 
1930 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Text] In Burkina Faso, a paratroop garrison loyal to 
Captain Sankara seems poised to confront the country’s 
new regime. The 3d Airbone Infantry Battalion is 
attempting to block the main road linking the capital of 
Ouagadougou with the second largest town of Bobo 
Dioulassou to the west. The unit is led by Capt Boukary 
Kabore, who has refused to recognize the new leadership 
of Capt Blaise Compaore. Capt Kabore’s troops are 
based at Koudougou, only 30 km north of the road artery 
and about 100 km west of Ouagadougou. Capt Com- 
paore had moved some of his troops from the south of 
the country closer to the capital. 


Meanwhile, eyewitnesses have given details of how Capt 
Sankara was killed 12 days ago. They said an aide of 
Capt Compaore had telephoned to call Capt Sankara to 
a meeting near the Presidential Palace. While arriving 
there with his bodyguards, Capt Sankara’s group was 
ambushed. Twelve of his guards were killed instantly. 
Capt Sankara was later shoi by one of Capt Compaore’s 
bodyguards, according to the eyewitnesses. 


Asked to comment on the contrast between his version of 
events and the eyewitness accounts, Capt Compaore is 
reported to have said yesterday that the conflict between 
himself and Sankara had been such that, quote: It was 
either Sankara or myself. [no closing quote as heard] It 
will be recalled that Compaore had said he knew nothing 
about the killing of Sankara. At another time, he said he 
had only ordered his arrest. 


Meanwhile, Togo has pledged to cooperate with the new 
rulers in Burkina Faso. 


Columnist on Burkina Events 
AB241523 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 24 Oct 87 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The Graphic carries an article on its features page 
captioned: Who Killed Sankara? written by Kojo Yanka 
in his column: Behind the Headlines. He says since the 
death of Sankara, a number of reactions have been 
reported, and so have a good number of statements come 
from Compaore’s own mouth. The writer says the first 
official reaction from Europe came from the EEC, which 
said it was saddened by the murder of Sankara and that 
nothing can justify the violent death of the man. The 
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Congolese leader, President Sassou-Nguesso, said what 


everybody knows Sankara to be—a great revolutionary, 
an honest and dynamic leader entirely devoted to his 
people. 


Kojo Yaka vecalls first reports which mentioned the 
so-called clas}; between forces loyal to Sankara and those 
loyal to Compaore, and asked if it could be inferred that 
Captain Compaore has posed (?as) paraliel leader in the 
Burkina Faso revolution in all this time. Referring to the 
series of contradictory statements made by the leader- 
ship since the coup, the columnist asks why Capt Com- 
paore found it necessary to dissolve the ruling CIVR and 
replacec it with the so-called Popular Front, which has 
not as yet received support. He asks: Is it just for winning 
support that the 35-year old paratrooper has promised 
Sankara a burial worthy of a revolutionary? 


According to Kojo Yanka, Capt Blaise Compaore has 
now given the opportunity to the masses to hurl insults at 
soldiers on the streets—who a few weeks ago were in the 
vanguard of the revolution aimed at fighting illiteracy, 
ignorance, poverty, drought, and disease. He observes 
that Ghana asked the right question when it wanted to 
know the priorities of Capt Compaore’s Popular Front. 
In an analysis of events of the past weeks in Burkina 
Faso, the writer says a foreign intelligence agency 
planted a powerful disinformation seed among the rev- 
olutionary corps which sought to prove that Sankara was 
flirting with an imperialist power, and that because he 
knew what the repercussions would be, he was going to 
eliminate his close associates with whom he launched the 
August 4 revolution. 


Continuing the analysis, the writer says Capt Compaore 
fell prey to this lie, and counterrevolutionaries infiltrated 
the Army and rallied behind him, since the word went 
round that it was he—Capt Compaore, the closest asso- 
ciate of Sankara—who will (7lead) the next government. 
He says it will look too early to specify what Capt 
Compare has for the Burkinabe people, but one (?obvi- 
ous) indication is that the Burkina Faso revolution has 
suffered severe setback, with the second probable indi- 
cation being that the ultimate target of the October 15 
attack is the (7burning) African revolution. 


Kojo Yanka concludes that the death of Thomas Sankara 
has brought with it lessons in revolutionary discipline as 
well as challenges to forces whose only aim is to keep 
people perpetually underdeveloped, poor, and ignorant. 


Mali 


Senegal River Development Conference Held 
AB271645 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Excerpts] The ninth summit conference of heads « f state 
of the OMVS [Senegal River Development Organiza- 
tion] opened yesterday afternoon in the Yiama Hall of 
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the Hotel de l’Amitie. The opening ceremony was 
marked by the report presented by the outgoing chair- 
man, President Moussa Traore. [passage omitted] 


The deliberations, which began behind closed door yes- 
terday afternoon, will end today at 1200 [GMT] at the 
Hotel de l’Amitie. Last night, the heads of state and their 
delegations attended a cultural night in the gardens of 
the venue of the summit. 


Mauritania’s Taya Elected Chairman 
AB281024 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 28 Oct 87 


[Excerpts] The ninth ordinary session of the conference 
of heads of state and government of the Senegal River 
Development Organization [OMVS] ended yesterday in 
Bamako, under the chairmanship of President Maaouya 
Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya—chairman of the CMSN [Mili- 
tary Committee for National Salvation], head of state of 
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, and new chairman 
of the organization. [passage omitted] Colonel Maaouya 
Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya has been elected chairman of the 
OMVS conference of heads of state and government. 
The heads of state have also designated Mr Drissa Keita, 
the Malian minister of industrial development and tour- 
ism, as chairman of the Ministeriai Council. [passage 
omitted] Presidents Lansana Conte, Abdou Diouf, and 
Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya have all returned to 
their countries. 


Before he left, the new chairman of the organization 
granted an interview to RTM [Malian Radio and Tele- 
vision Network], during which he drew conclusions from 
the nith summit meeting. 


{Begin Taya recording} All the issues on the agenda of 
this ninth summit have been settled, and decisions have 
been made either on energy and navigation matters or 
irrigation. This summit took place in an excellent envi- 
ronment, and I think that [words indistinct] to reactivate 
all OMVS agencies so as to quickly obtain the financing 
of the energy program, which is not a problem, but above 
all the financing of the navigation program. I am sure 
that you have learned that Guinea has decided to join the 
three countries of OMVS. This is a very important 
decision for the future of the organization and for future 
projects, and will aid us in obtaining the highest possible 
yield from the river. [end recording} 


Summit Ends; Guinea To Rejoin 
AB272121 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Excerpts] The ninth ordinary session of the conference 
of heads of state and government of the Senegal River 
Development Organization [OMVS] ended this after- 
noon at the Hotel de I’Amitie under the chairmanship of 
Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid'Ahmed Taya—head of state 
of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania and new chairman 
of the organization. It will be recalled that in his opening 
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address, outgoing chairman General Moussa Traore pre- 
sented a complete report on his mandate. He stressed the 
progress made by the organization, thanks to the deter- 
mined support of his peers and to the unflinching 
Participation of the peoples of Mali, Mauritania, and 
Senegal in the OMVS programs. He emphasized in 
particular the necessary solidarity that must continue to 
guide the actions of the member states in implemeriing 
programs in the areas of irrigation, navigation, and 
energy. The implementation of these priority programs 
is undoubtedly a way to strengthen cooperation among 
States that want to achieve an advanced integration 
within the subregion, according to the final communique 
issued at the end of the deliberations. 


The conference examined at length the report of the 
Council of Ministers presented by its current chairman, 
His Excellency Samba Yella Diop, Senegal’s minister of 
water resources. The heads of state pledged to do every- 
thing to ensure the progress of the r »9grams, despite the 
ever-increasing difficulties resulting from a particularly 
unfavorable world economic situation. They reiterated 
their strong desire to give priority to the implementation 
of the remainder of the programs, without which there 
cannot be real development. To this end, they made 
important decisions relating to the energy programs, 
navigation projects, environmental protection, agricul- 
ture, human resources, and the financing of the OMVS 
programs. Concerning the navigation projects, the final 
communique said the OMVS heads of state and govern- 
ment reaffirmed their desire to see this priority program 
implemented urgently, in particular the dredging of the 
(Ambidi)-Kayes portion. To this end, they expressed 
their desire to transfer, as a matter of urgency, the 
remainders of the financing of the Djama and Mananiali 
projects to the navigation projects. The heads of state 
warmly congratulated Muktar Ould Haiba for his perfor- 
mance as head of the OMVS High Commission. They 
2'so congratulated his aides on their progress since last 
meeting. 


His Excellency Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya 
was elected current chairman of the OMVS conference 
of heads of state and government. Ti « heads of state 
appointed His Excellency Drissa Keita, minister of 
industrial development and tourism of the Republic of 
Mali, as current chairman of the Council of Ministers. 
They appointed Ahmed Mohamed Agamani as OMVS 
high commissioner. [passage omitted] 


The conference decided to hold its next ordinary meet- 
ing in 2 years in Dakar. 


After this final communique, the Guinean president, 
Lansana Conte, who was atending this ninth summit as 
an observer, gave his consent for his country to rejoin the 
OMVS. [passage omitted]. 
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President Babangida To Attend Summit in Chad 
AB271911 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[Excerpt] President Ibrahim Babangida left Lagos today 
for Maiduguri, Borno State, on his way to Chad Republic 
where he will attend the |-day summit of the Chad Basin 
Commission. The president will arrive in Ndjamena, the 
Chadian capital, tomorrow. The president will be 
accompanied on the visit by the governor of Borno State, 
Lieutenant Colonel Abdulmumini Aminu, and the min- 
ister of external affairs, Professor Bolaji Akinyemi. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Local Elections Evoking Little ‘Enthusiasm’ 
AB270759 Paris AFP in English 0718 GMT 27 Oct 87 


{By Fortunatus Dawodu] 


[Text] Lagos, Oct 27 (AFP)}—When Nigerian President 
Ibrahim Babangida announced three months ago that his 
government would stay in power two years longer than 
previously announced, he sweetened the pill by schedul- 
ing non-partisan local elections for as early as December 
12. The elections are the first step in a five-year program 
of transition to civilian rule designed to usher in Nige- 
ria’s second U.S.-style republic. Federal presidential 
elections are to be held in 1992. 


There were few protests about General Babangida’s 
announcement that he would stay in power two years 
longer than he pledged when he seized power two years 
ago, but if voter registration is any indication, there isn’t 
much enthusiasm for the election either. National figures 
were not available, but a measure of the low turnout was 
given when the governors of five states successively told 
state employees that they would not be paid this month 
unless they could show their voter registration cards. The 
chairman of the National Election Commission, a mild- 
mannered academic named Eme Awa, eventually sug- 
gested that persuasion might be more in line with the 
government's stated goal of implanting democratic ide- 
als in this ethnically fractious West African nation of 100 
million. “Social mobilization is not synonymous with 
force,” he told a Nigerian reporter. The no-ticket, no- 
money threat also raised the hackles of the Nigerian 
Labour Congress, which protested such “coercive tac- 
tics” while urging its members to register so they could 
“put a check on the scandalous looting of the public 
wealth by some public office-holders.” 


The short notice given for the election—for which a 
three-week registration period ends Saturday [31 Octo- 
ber}—has also put a strain on an electoral machinery that 
sent out 55 million registration cards. In the steamy 
mangroves of the Niger delta, 36 hard-to-reach munici- 
palities were still waiting for their cards. In Ibadan, 
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Nigeria’s second city, irate prospective voters beat up a 
supervisor and his six assistants for failing to provide the 
cards. The commission promptly announced it was 
printing five million more. 


Yet the old habits of corruption that characterized the 
four-vear civilian regime ousted in 1983 have already 
resu.faced. In a village in the Plateau State. voters were 
reported to be asking electoral officials for money as an 
incentive to register. Arrests of people registering several 
times have become common. They iace five-year prison 
sentences if convicted. In Oyo State, claimed one news- 
paper, “aliens are being registered daily and are being 
sponsored by various interests.” Meanwhile, television 
viewers are being be-nbarded nightly with patriotic 
jingles saying, “Your vote is your power, use it wisely.” 


But observers say the registration drive started too late, 

forcing some states in their bid to ensure a big turnout to 

resort to panic measures. Bendel State decreed an extra 

public holiday, working hours vere altered in Oyo State, 

= markets were closed for a day in Nsukka, Anambra 
te. 


Political observers said while the poll may be a “test 
case,” it should not be taken as the only yardstick to 
assess popular support for the government's entire polit- 
ical programme. The election is non-partisan, and the 
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campaign wiil open Sunday, December 1, for 10 days at 
designated places as directed by the Electoral Commis- 
sion. For the moment no campaigning is permitted 
under the ban on politics decreed four years ago. 


Paper Discusses ‘ * Withir AFRC 
AB271438 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 27 Oct 87 


[From the press review] 


[Text] A recent disclosure by Alhaji Mahmoud Atta, a 
prominent member of the Northern Elders Committer, 
that there are certain infighting within the ruling mili’ ary 
elite is the issue discussed by the Reporter. The p~pei is 
pleased that 2 prominent national figure is cr urageous 
enough to openly draw public attention to th:s dangerous 
trend. It feels that such developments within the military 
pose a serious threat to the nation’s survival, and is 
capable of tearing the country apart. 


While the Reporter understands that there is bound to be 
disagreements within the ruling group, it cali on mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces Ruling Council, AFRC, to 
(7look) into the issue with a view to diffusing the tension. 


This is a U.S. Government publication. Its contents in no 
way represent the policies, views, or attitudes of the U.S. 
Government. Users of this publication may cite FBIS or 
JPRS provided they do so in a manner clearly identifying 
them as the secondary source. 


Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS) and Joint Publications Research Service (JPRS) 
publications contain political, economic, military, and sociological news, commentary, and other 
information, as well as scientific and technical data and reports. All information has beer: obtained 
from foreign radio and television broadcasts, news agency transmissions, newspapers, books, and 
periodicals. Items generally are processed from the first or best available source; it should not be in- 
ferred that they have been disseminated only in the medium, in the language, or to the area indicated. 
Items from foreign language sources are translated. Those from English-language sources are 
transcribed, with the original phrasing and other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets [ ] are supplied by FBIS/JPRS. 
Processing indicators such as | Text] or [Excerpts] in the first line of each item indicate how the infor- 
mation was processed from the original. Unfamiliar names which are rendered phonetically or 
transliterated by FBIS/JPRS are enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a question 
mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear from the original source but have been supplied as 
appropriate to the context. Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an item originate 


with the source. Times within items are as given by the source. 


SUBSCRIPTION/PROCUREMENT INFORMATION 


The FBIS DAILY REPORT contains cur- 
rent news and information and is published 
Monday through Friday in 8 volumes: China, 
East Europe, Soviet Union, East Asia, Near 
East & South Asia, Africa (Sub-Sahara), 
Latin America, and West Europe. Supple- 
ments to the DAILY REPORTs may also be 
available periodically and will be distributed 
to regular DAILY REPORT subscribers. 
JPRS publications generally contain less 
time-sensitive information and are published 
periodically. Current JPRS publications are 
listed in Government Reports Announcements 
issued semi-monthly by the National Tech- 
nical Information Service (NTIS), 5285 Port 
Royal Road, Springfield, Virginia 22161 and 
the Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Pub- 
lications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Of- 
fice, Washington, D.C. 20402. 


U.S. Government offices may obtain sub- 
scriptions to the DAILY REPORTs or JPRS 
publications (hardcovers or microfiche) at 
no charge through their sponsoring organi- 
zations. DOD consumers are required to 
submit requests through appropriate 


command validation channels to DIA, RTS- 
2C, Washington, D.C. 20301. (Telephone: 
(202) 373-3771, Autovon’ 243-3771.) For 
additional information or assistance, call 
FBIS, (703) 527-2368, or write to P.O. Box 
2604, Washingtor, D.C. 20013. 


The public may subscribe to either hard- 
cover or microfiche versions of the DAILY 
REPORTs and JPRS publications through 
NTIS at the above address or by calling 
(703) 487-4630. Subscription rates will be 
provided by NTIS upon request. Subscrip- 
tions are available outside the United States 
from NTIS or appointed foreign dealers. 
Back issues or single copies of the DAILY 
REPORTs and JPRS publications are not 
available. New subscribers should expect a 
30-day delay in receipt of the first issue. 


Both the DAILY REPORTs and the JPRS 
publications are on file for public reference 
at the Library of Congress and at many 
Federal Depository Libraries. Reference 
conies may also be seen at many public and 
university libraries throughout the. United 
States. 


ee ee 


